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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTIIENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 223D AVIATION BATTALION (COCiBAT)
4P0 San Fraierseo 96238

AVBACB-DE 5 August 1969

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 2233 Aviation Battalion {Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RSS CS7OR-65 (R1) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Operationst Significant Activities,

ase (U) General, This report covers the period 1 May 1969 through
31 July 1969, and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15 and USARV Regu-
lation 525~15, The revort includes the Headquarters aad Headquarters Company
2234 Aviatioa Battalioa (Combat), 18th Aviation Conmpany (Utility Airplane),
183d Jviation Company (Utility lirplane), 185th .viation Company (Utility
Airplane), 203d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane), 219th Aviation Company
(Utility Airplane), and the 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane),

b, (C) Rersonnel,

(1) 1Infusion Program: There have been no significant problem areas
in the infusion program during this quarter, This headquarters has general-
v been able to resolve conflicts iaternally before they develop into
problems requiring outside assistance, The present outlook indicates that
the 18th Aviation Company exceeds the criteria of 15% slightly (15.,2%) for
the moath of November 1969, Internal adjustments are planced and will be
accomglished prior to any problem areas arising, The experience factor on
extensicns of overseas tours indicate thot extensions shculd resolve any
future problem areas withouvt resocsting to reassigiament action,

(2) Replacemeats:

(a) The receipt of replacement personnel has been-satisfactory
throughout the quarter, Enlisted personnel are arriving slightly in advance
of the date they are required, with the exception-of a few shortage MOS,
primarily in the admidistrative field, A total of 39 commissioned officers,
2/, warrant officers and 185 enlistcd replacements were received during this
quarter, At the end of this period, the battalion has 72% of its authorized
commissioned officers, 95% of its authorized warrant officers and 101% of
its authorized enlisted strength, Normal attrition of enlisted personnel
should reduce the slight overage of enlisted strength in a relatively short
period of time,

FoR oTvT 1 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
693167 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

Inclosure CONHDEN"AL DOD DIR 5200.10




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACR-DE 5 iugust 1969
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report of 223d .wviition Battalion (Combat) for Poriod
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

(b) The quality of rcplacement personnel has been satisfactory,
Fifty-eight percent of the avi tor replacements havo arrived dircctly out of
flight school with a minimum of 1viation oxperience. Enlisted replacemonts
are usually well trained .nd requirce a minimum of additional training, The
"Project One Huadred Thousand" enlisted personiel who were received during
this quarter generally required close supervision and extensive "on-the-job®
training, A few individuals, school trained in helper skill MOS's, have been
reclassified IAW AR 600-200 and DA Circular 611-4 because of a lack of moti-
vation and limited capability to perform in their assigned MOS. The major
area of concern is the shortage of replacewents received in MOS's 70410,
71B20 and 71B30,

(3) Reeniistment: During this reporting period, the battalion
initiated a vigorous reenlistment program, 4 total of forty=-seven visits
were made to outlying companies, The results were eight reenlistments of
career soldiers and four first term reenlistments,

(4) Current status of the 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) is
attached as laclosure #l,

(5) The significant personnsl changes within the command and staff
during the last quarter are as follows:

(a) CPT Burnell M, Mercer, TC, 569-36-1188, assumed duties as
Battalion Liaisoa Officer on 12 May 1969,

(b) CPT Terrance E. Wehrkamp, SC, 503-44~5478, assumed duties
as Battalion S-2 and Battalion Signal Officer on 20 May 1969, vice CPT Stacy
L. Hart, SC, 412-64=2125,

(¢) MAJ Robert H, Stafford, IN, 558-45-7412, assumed command
of the 219th Avn Co (UA) on 20 May 1969, vice MAJ Charles R, Brazeale, FA,
4B7=40-7691,

(d) CPT Earle Steinberg, IN, 030-32-9583, assumed duties as
the Battalion Assistant S-3 on 22 May 1969, vice CPT George J, Sucher III,

(e) CPT David S, Tracy, IN, 537-38-0494, assumed command of
HHC, 223d Avn Bn (Cbt) on 27 May 1969, vice CPT Charles G. Vail, IN,
295-38-9261,

(f) CW2 Richard D. Sherman, AG, 019-28-3643, assumed duties as
Battalion Persoanel Officer on 13 June 1969, vice CW2 John V, Cavanaugh, 4G,
187-24~6073, .

(g) MAJ Edwerd L. Harris, IN, 423-24-4/76, assumed campand of
the 183d Avn Co (UA) on 26 June 1969, vice MAJ John D, Michael, IN,

%3-34-9703, ,
~ CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAGB-DE 5 .ugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battallon (Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, ACS CSFOR=65 (RL) (U)

(h) MAJ Daniel R, Bailey, IN, 231-30.032,, assumed command of
the 203d iavn Cc (UA) on 5 July 1969, vice MAJ Forrest H, Williams Jr., FA,
4,20-38-2217,

(i) MAJ William A, Bloemsma, IN, 577-50-0827, assumed command
of the 18th Avn Co (UA) on 7 July 1969, vice MAJ James H, Thacker, IN,
22744=~3061,

(3) CPT Robert B, Terry Jr., TC, 258=55~7457, assumed duties
of Battalion Malntenance Officer on 15 July 1969, vice CPT Thomas G, Smith
Sr., T0, 259-54=2629,

(6) Casualtiess The battaiion casualties for the period were two
killed and one wounded, (See Inclosure ,2)

(7) Awardss A breakdown of unit awards appears in Inclosure #2,

ce (C) Intellizence,

(1) Enemy Situation: After a lull in enemy activity during the
first week of May-196Y, there was a sharp ingrease in the number of stande
off attacks directed against allied installations, particularly in the Dak
To/Ben Het area, Following another quiet period between the third wedk in
May and the second week in June, the NVA/VC launched a corps-wide series of
stand-off mortar and rocket fires with few coordinated ground attacks, The
remainder of the period was marked by a general increase in the tempo of
edemy activity in the southern portion af II Corps,

(2) Ground Attackss During the -period . May 1969 thru 31 July 1969,
there were 43 stand-off fire attacks directed agzainst airfields where elements

of the 223d .viation Battalion (Combat) are located, The majority of these
attacks fell upon Phan Rang, Ban Me Thout, Kpatum and Dak To airfields, The
223d aviation Battalion sulffercd no casualties and very light damage from
these attacks,

(3) Adr detivitys Units of the 223d .viation Battalion (Combat)
reported 32 sigaificant shoteat incidents for this reporting period, The
battelion lost four O-1 and one OV-l aircraft, The following is a broake-
down by units

UNIT #SHOT= AT HIT DESTROYED TOTAL JSIDR'S
18th .vn Co (UA) 0 1 0 X
183d Avn Co (UA) 5 1 ) '3
185th 4wvn Co (UA) 8 5 0 13
203d Avn Co (UA) 3 5 0 8
219th Avn Co (UA) 10 3 4 17
225th 4vn Co (SA) 6 3 1 10

%Shot-At reports are not inclusive of hit and destroyed reportss

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE . & jugust 1909
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 223d .viation Battelis.. (vomiut) for Pe.iova
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSrOR=65 (K1) (V)

(4) Collection Plans

(a) The four O-1 compaales of the 2232 ivi.tion Battelicn
(Combat) flew 8,005 visual recoinamissance sorties, reporting 1,44 signifi-
cant sightings, The 225th Surveillance Airplane Compasy rlew 910 SLAR
sorties, 590 Infrared sorties and 1,351 Photo scrties, The Imagery Inter-
pretation Section of the 225th Aviation Company recordad 531 SLAR, 2,082

Infrared, and 669 Photo reports,

(b) One OIR (Other Intelligeace Reyuirement) was levied on
the 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat), consisting of e.pediticus reporiing
of increased NVA/VC use of chemical agents,

(5) Administrative Intelligence Activitics:

(a) Security Clearances: During th. -~ <« | T, dne 2734
Aviation Battalion processed 75 Secret, 32 Confidential cicaranzes aad
requests for 2 background investigotioas and 14 tlational JAgercy Checks,

(b) Uar Trophiest There were no war trophies rsported or
processec during this reporting period,

(c) Digsidence Report: The 223d aviavion Battalion (Comba<)
reported no dissident personnel for this pericd,

(d) Survival, Escape and Evasion:

1 411 aviatdrs assigned to wo: 1233 il .uor Zattaliows
receive a thorough briefing on Survival, Escips zw. .o 2. o o .o el Dol
unit ineprocessing orieatation, tmphasis is plac:d .- i.e Jurvival, Tocape
and Evasion equipment available and the proper ::coo.li.s © Jlusasat o

the equipment, in order to provide for an efficient and efrwctive recovery
of downed aircrew personnel,

At the request of the Commanding Officer, 223d Aviation
Battalion (Combat), a mobile training team from the Pacific Jungle Survival
School, Clark AFB Phillipines visited units within this battalion, The teanm,
congisting of two Alr Force Sergeants, presented a five hovr block of ine
struction to all units., The team traveled throughout the Ii CTZ gathering
pertinent informetion on survival, escape and evasion, The data will be
compiled iato lesson plans for the benefit of future aviators assizned to
the Republic of Vietnam,

Approximately 40% of the newly asgsigned avi. tors with-
in the batt-lion have atteaded one of the three available survival, escape

and evasion courses while enroute to vhe Republic of Vietnam, 4vailable
schools include the following:

~ CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBACB-DE ‘ 5 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 27.4 Aviation Battelion (Combat) for Porisd
Ending 31 July 1969, 3CS CSFOR=65 (RL) (U)
8 PACAF Jungle Survival School (PJSS), Clark AFB,
Phillipines, .
b PACAF Life Support School (PLSS), Kadena AFB,

Okinawa,

FAETUP Juagle Enviromental Survival School (JEST),
Cubic Point NAS, Phillipines,

4 At the present time, the battalion has 38 survival,
escape and evasion school trained personnel assigned throughout its units'
During the last reporting period, six crewmembers were selected from the
companies to attend one of the three survival courses, Current quctas for
aviators to attend the survival, escape and avasion schools are averaging
two per month,

d, (C) Opergtions,

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) coatinued to provide fixed
wing aviation support to the US and Free World Forces located primarily in
the II Corps Tactlcal Zone, Republic of Vietnam. This support was rendered
utilizing the assets of one U-1A company, four O-1 companies, and one OV-1
company, The battalion flow a total of 27 9139 hours of combat support with
an aircraft availability rate of 86,7% during this reporting period, Both
normal and specigl opcrations were supported by units of the battalion,
Large scale operations were minimal due to the characterization of amall
units operating in search of enemy supply oaches, infiltration routes, and
antiaircraft, mortar and rocket firing positions,

(2) Effective 26 May 1969, all units of this battalion changed
their designationa IAW US.RP.C General Order Number 220, dated'19 March 1969,

OLD DESIGH..TION NEW_DESIGNATTON

223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn 223d Avn Bn (Cbt)

HHD, 223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn HHC, 223d Avn Bn (Cbt)

18th Avn Co, FW (Lt Trans) , 18th Avn Co (Util Lirplane;
1834 4vn co, Surv (0-1) ‘ 183d Avn Co (Util Airplane
185th Avn Co, Surv (0-1) 185th Avn Co (Util Airplane)
203d Avn Co, Surv (0-1) 203d Avn Co (Util Airplane)
219th ivn Co, Surv {0-1) . 219th 4vn Co (Util Airplane)
225th .wm Co, Surv (OV-1) ° ‘ 225th Avn Co (Surv idrplane}

(3) During the reporting period, this headquarters provided input
for a study of Owl aireraft utilization conducted by IFFV, 4n exteasive
review of the possible means for improvement indicated that designation of
morc general support aircraft would provide greater flexibility in utilizing
0-1 assets, 4s a result, aircraft allooations were readjusted, providing a
flexible base from which the company commander could more easily meet his
mission requirements, Afrcraft supporting the G/75th Rangers were draws

CﬂNFID5ENT|AI.
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AVBACB-DE - 5 August 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) ror Period
Ending 31 July 1969, 1Cs CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

from O-1 units within the Ranger's area of oper.tions, The system of
assigning aircraft by tail number to specific units was abolished, O=1
companies are now responsible for prcviding a fixed number of flyable
aircraft to sach ground unit on a daily basis. In additioa, & letter was
sent %o all province advisors and major subordinate US commands explaining
the new program and re—emphasizing the provisicns of MACV Directive 331=l,

(4) 18th Aviation Ccmpany (Utility Airplane): The 18th Aviation
Company carried on support of its mission requirements ir all four of the
Corps areas within the Republic of Vietnam, The first flight platoon at
Nha Trang supported tha Special Forces Group and the Joint United States
Public Affoirs Office, The second flight platoon with sections at Pleiku
and Da Nang supported the. 5th Special Forces Group, II Corps Headquarters
and I Corps Headquarters respectively. Other special missions were flown
in support of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat). The 18th Aviation Company
flew a totel of 2,232 hours with an aircraft availability rate of 72,2% for
this reporting period,

(5) 183d Aviation Company (Utility iirplane)s During the reporting
period, the 183d Aviation Company has continued to support ground forces in
the southeastern section of the II Corps Tactical Zone, <IThers has been no
change in the units supported during the past guarter. G/75th Rangers is
supported only when operating in the 1834 Aviation Company's flying area,
The "Seahorsos" have reported a total of 376 significant sightings to MiCV,
Two aireraft were hit by hostile fire, but noae were destroyed., Improvements
in the company area include coastruction of a new am=unitioa bunker, re~
paintirg of all buildings, remodeling of NGO billets, coastruction of a new
reenlistmont office and the building of a new storage shed, The motor pool,
which was the main selfwhelp vrcject of this unit, was conpleted during the
reporting period, The 183d .viation Company flew a total of 5,400 hours
with an aircraft availability vate of 903,

(6) 185th Aviation Company (Utility airplune): The 185th Aviation
Company continued to provide suprort tc Commond and Control South, and
Darlac, Phu Bon, Quang Ouc and Laa Dong Provinces, During the reporting
period, Camp Coryell rec2ived 7ive stend-off attacks for a total of 105
enemy rounds resulting in no friendly casualties, Enemy activity throughe
out the quarter was scattered and consisted of small unit contacts, The
"Pterodactyls" have undertaken ar exteasive improvement program, repairing
and repainting buildings, leying concrete sidewalis and constructing & nonm.
commissioned officers lounge and an officers lounge, The unit has also
participated in the refortification of the Berm along the northeastern side
of Camp Coryell, The 185th Aviation Compeny flew 4,840 hours, including
172 hours of night security, with an aircraft aveilability rate of 90%.

(7) 2033 Aviation Company (Utility Airplane)s The 203d aviation
Company continued its support of US and Free World Forces located primarily
in Phu Yen and Binh Dinh Provinces, Republic of Vietnam. Units supported
included the lst Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division, 173d Airborne Brigade,
41st & 524 Arty Groups, 6/32d4 Arty, G/75thr Rengers and MACV elements in both

CDNFLDENTIAL
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AVBACB-DE 5 iugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Repert of 2<3d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, nCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (i)
of the provinces. Duriag ine reporting period, lhe pl.icon at L2 Eanglish.
moved to a new locetion on the airfield, .n asphalt raap and aew revete
ments were built alcng with 2 new operations center a.ud billets, The 203d
Aviaticn Company flew a total of 4,923 hours, consisting of 5;115 misgions
and 3,599 sorties, The average alrcraft availebility rate for the company
was 8645%,

(8) 219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane): The 219th Aviation
Company coatinued its primary missfon of providing visual reconnaissance
support for.the 4th Infautry Division, 524 dArtillery Group, M.CV-Pleiku,
M..CV~Koritum and the 5th Special Forces (CCC), The most significant operation
supported during this quarter was the 58-day siege of the Ber 7:t Special
Forces Camp during the months of May and” June, One section of tn- third
flight platoon, 219th Aviation Compaay, was dispatched to Dak To Army
Airfield to provide immediate support to the 1/92d Artillery Battalion which
is stationed at Dak To and respoasible for providing all artillery fire
support for Dak To and Ben Het., In addition to the two aircraft stationed
at Dak To, other aircraft from the third flight platoon, and aircraft from
the seccad and fourth flight platoons provided periodic support to the Dak
To/Ben Het area, The 219th Aviation Compaay flew approximately 2,186 hours
in sunport of the siege of Ben Het, with three aviators being recommended
for the Distinguished Flying Cross and two for Alr Medals for Valor, The
third flight platoon alsc receivad a letter of commendation from the 52d
Artillery Group [or their actions during this period, At Camp Holloway, :
home base of the 219th Aviation Company, construction was begun on four new ;
perimeter bunkers, not only to iacrease iroop safety and comfort, but to
improve the deleasive posture of the company., In addition, saidbag revet-
ments wers iastalied around a1l platoon headquarters buiidings, and a bunker
was coanstructed odjacent to the flight line at Kontwu, The company flew
a total of 5,907 hours while maintsining an aircraft availability rcte of 88%.

(9) 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane}: The 225th
aviation Company continued to provide visual, photographic, infrared and
SL/IR surveillance to the II Corrs Tactical Zone, Iree World military forces
supported were the 4th Infantry Division, 173d iirborne Brigade, II .iRVN
Corps, Task Force South, Lepublic of Korea 9th and 10th Divisions, and Quang
Duc Province, On 6 June 1969, an OV-1C, #67-18914, with CPT Michael F,
Grisafe Jr,, 568-58-8592, Armor, and SP// Noel F, Josephs, 124~36-9436, on
board, failed to return from an infrared mission, The aircraft was last
heard from by the ground sensor terminal at Dragon Mountain, Pleiku, 4
comprehensive se rch located the wreckage seven days later at coordinates
YB973367, In an effort to improve the avionics maintenance facility in the
company, the communications platoon rebuilt their shop, The old avionics
repair building was dismantled and a new structure constructed, All materials
were salvaged from the old building and the new facility was completed with
a minimum of expense, On 9 July 1969, the Ingtitute of Heraldry approved
the change of the 225th Aviation Company's nickname from "Blackhawk" to
"Phantom Hawk", On 22 July 1969, the "Phantom Hawks" celebrated their 2nd
year of accident free flying in the_ gepublic of Vietnam (20,762 accident
{ree hours), During the reporting period, the 225th Aviation Company flew
2,836 hours with an aircraft availability rate of 89.3%.

, CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBACB-DE 5 Angust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Comba:) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS OSFOR-45 (Rm1) (U}

es (U) Irgining,

(1) Quarterly training requirements were fulfilled, Additional
emphasis has been placed on safety requirements in all aspects of traine
ing, particularly in the areas oi standardization, and vehicle and wespon
safety, .

(2) Aviator safety classes were conducted monthly in all units,
The bi-monthly meeting of all commanders, safety officers and maintenance
officers was held during the month of July,

(3) Five officers and one BM from the 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat) attended and successfully completed Jungle Survival Training at
either the Air Force Pacifio Jungle Survival School or the Navy Jungle
Enviromental Survival Training School,

(4) During the-reporting period, the 223d Aviation Battalion ree
organized its standardization board and appointed a full time standardization
officer, A comprehensive program was initiated, stressing quality of
instructor pilots and more fraquent check rides, Each newly assigned
avictor now flies with an IP for a ten hour initial checkout and is given
standardization rides 30 and 60 days later, with additional rides at 90
day intervals until the aviator!s rotation., Additionally, each IP flies
with an SIP at least once avery 30 days., Since this program was initiated,
the battalion lost eight IP's due to rotation and trained sixteen new IP's
to roplace them, The battalion logged 625 hours of training time and ex-
perieaced oaly one accident during .the reporting period,

£, (U) Logisticg.

(1) Assistance Visitst Members of the Battalion S$-4 Section cone
ducted twenty-scven assistance visits during the past quarter. These were
primarily designed to prepare the uaits for a CMMI in the areas of Supply,
Mess, Ammunition, Arms, Motor Maintecaance, Alrcraft Maintenance, Special
Purpose Equipment and Maintenaance lhanagoment,

bt i

(2) Command Maintenance Management Inspectiont Tho 1st Aviation
Brigade CMMI Team inspected the 1834 Aviation Company, 185th Aviation-:
Company and the 203d Aviation Company during the period 21=24 July 1969,
A1l units received a satisfactory rating,

(3) Vechicle Maintenances The aversge motor vehicle deadlinc rate
has increased from less than 10% for the past quarter to more than 15% for )
the current reporting period, This adverse trend in the deadline rate is
attributed to the higher criteria of maintenance imposed on the units
through the use of intensified staff and command supervision, Increased
training of maintenance personnel and improved overall vehicle mainten-
ance is expected to stabilize the battalion deadline rate at less than 10%,

CONFIDENTIAL
8




AVBACB-DE 5 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

(4) Aircraft Maintenance:

(a) Corrosion: Numerous cases of corrosion have developed
throughout the battalion in U-lA and O-l aircraft, The principal areas of
corrosion damage on the U~l aircraft are the underside of the fuselage aft
of the augmentor tubes, battery area, and aircraft skin seams, It was
discovered in many cases that the alrcraft had not received primer treat~
ment during manufacture or overhaul, which increased their susceptibility
to corrosion, The O=-l primarily corrodes in the wing and flap area aft of
the rocket tubes, Complete stripping of the infected area, treatment with
corrosion preventive compound, and painting with heat resistant enamel
(FSN 8010-664-8263) has helped reduce this problem; however, the shortage
of the heat resistant enamel has limited the number of aircraft that can
be treated,

(b) R1340-61 Engine Inspectionss Urgent TB55~1510-205-40/1,
inspection of R1340~61 engine .exhaust push rod assemblies (U-l4 aircraft),
established an inspection of all R1340-61 engines overhauled prior to
25 March 1969 and also established B0 time for all R1340~61l engines at 600
hours, This inspection and TBO affected all U-l4 aircraft assigned to the
battalion since all engines in use were overhauled prior to 25 March 1969,
As a result of this TB and the initial shortage of inspection kits, the
mission availability of the U=-1lA aircraft was significantly reduced, The
unit was able to accomplish the inspections within the required 25 flying
hours or 15 days by limiting the aircraft missions to those deemed absolute-
1y essential by the supported units,

ge (U) Organizgtion, Organizational chart and station listing
appears as Inclosure #3.

he (U) Chaplain,

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) Cheplain, during the
quarter, has conducted a total ol 52 Sunday and weckday Protestant religious
services, with a totael attendance of 1,340 soldiers,

(2) Rgligious services were held at Lane Army Heliport at An Son
and at the 2233 Aviation Battalion in Qui Whon,

(3) During the quarter, the following programs have been initiated:
(a) A program which involves the exchange of religious )
services between the Koreans of the ROK Tiger Division and the Americans at
Lane Army Heliport has begun,

(b) A paperback library has been éstablished in the dayroom
of the 6lst /wviation Company at Lane Army Heliport.
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: (¢) A religious forum has been established at the Chapel at
La.ne Arnv Heliport during the period,

(4) Eleven visits have been made to units located at Ban Me Thout,
Dong Ba Thin, Phu Hiep, Pleiku, An Khe and Kontum,

‘ .(5) The 223d Chaplain during this quarter has delivered 28 cases
of food to:the Qui Nhon Poor People's Home and four boxes of clothes to the
Phu Thai Refugee Center, The clothes were sent to the Chaplain by families
of soldiers, churches and interested people in the United States,

(6) Four visits have been made to the Poor People's Home in Qui
Nhon and three to the Phu Thal Refugee Center,

(7) The building of a Chapel in the 223d Aviation Battalion
Headquarters Company area has been approved by tre Qui vhon Base Develop=
ment Board, subject to the availability of funds, The board granted
pernission to build the Chapel with salvaged materials to defray building
costs,

i. (U) Aviation Sefety, The 2234 Aviation Battalion (Combat) maine
tained an accident free record during the months of May and July, The
219th Aviation Company experienced cne major accident (0-1D) during June,
There were elght precautionary landings, two forced landings and one inci-
dent during the reporting period, The battalion lost four O-1%s and one
OV~l due to hostile action, A U~l4 received minor damage from a small arms
round through a wing spar, The following is a breakdown of accidents by
companiess

ONIT ACCIDENTS CUMULATIVE RATE

HHC, 223d 4vn Bn (Cbt) 0 0,0
18tr Awn Co (UA) 0 0,0
183d Avn Co (U4) 0 0.0
185th Avn Co (UA) 0 0.0
203d Ava Co (UA) 0 0.0
219th Awn Go (UA) 1 1743
225th Avn Co (S4) 0 0.0
TOTAL ' 1 4e0

Jo (0) Glvil «ffairg.

(1) HHC, 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) continues to support
the Qui Nhon Poor People's Home with extensive contributions of food,
building materials end supplies, Large contributions of food and clothing
have also besen sent to the Phu 0at Orphanage and Qui thon Leprosarium,
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(2) The 18th Aviation Company has continued its support of the
Da Nang Orphanage with gifts of food, soap and building materials, The
ocompany headquarters in Qui Nhon has continuously assisted in a project
caring for displaced persons in the Qui Nhon area,

(3) The 1834 Aviation Company recently completed construction of
a school playground in the Dong Ba Thin area, Voluntary contributions of
time, building materials and labor were made by aviators and crew chiefs
of the "Scahorses',

(4) The 185th Aviation Company is continuing its support of two
civil affairs projccts, A new 6=room school for the Vietnam Protestant
Evangelical Church is being built in downtown Ban Me Thout by aviators and
crew chiefs of the "Pterodactyls®, Additional help is being administered
to students of the Vinh Son Catholic School, These students are being
given English lessons by a second tour officer who speaks Vietnamese fluent-
ly, In Phu Ben Province, aviators of the second platoon are teaching new
markoting techniquos to a cross~bow manufacturcr in Phu Tuc,

4
(5) The 2034 Aviation Company is continuing its support to the

Mang Yang Orphanage in Tuy Hoa City, In conjunction with the MACV Civic
Actions Office, the "Hawkeyes" have golicited projects in the local areca
in which they provide assistance, At tho present time, old and used build-
ing matcrials and screeniag are being collected for the Phu Yen Province
Hospital, People within the Phu Yen area have received continuing support
from the 203d Aviation Company with resupply of soap and medical items,

(6) The 219th Aviation Company has continued to support the
Christian Missionary Alliance Compound in Pleiku, A Church at Plei Moun
City is being constructed with material and labor provided by the "Head=-
hunters?, The Plelku Province Hospital and its patients have received
clothing and health articles, Money and materials are also being donated
by the 219th .iviation Company with support from intcrested organizations in .
CONUS,

ke (C) Signale

(1) ZIR Program: The ZYR Program providos for the modification of
all US irmy Lircraft in RUN to accept the new family series of radios,
(AN/ARC-54 and AN/ARCw51), At the close of this reporting period, the 223d
Aviation Battalion had completed modification on 98% of assigned aircraft,
The program will be completed upon receipt of a kit for U-lA aircraft
#55-3299,

(2) 2Z¥S Programs

(a) The 2YS Program provides for the modification of all OVl
and O~1 aircraft for installation of TSEC/KY=-28 secure voice equipment, All
OV=1l aircraft now arriving inecountry are retrofitted prior to receipt by
unit, There is no in~country capability to modify the OV-l, A4ll Ol air-

craft have been retrofitted, CONFIDENTIAL
’ 1
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(b) Cryptographic facilities for storage of equipment and key-
lists employed in the socure voice system have been completed and approved
at all company locations except Ban Me Thout, home of the 185th Aviation
Company, Lack of building material has caused a delay in completion of
facllities, .

(c) 4s of 31 July 1969, crypto accounts have been established
at Dong Ba Thin and Pleiku, and have been approved by CG, COMSEC Logistic
Support Center, Saigon, Target date for completion of all secure voice
systems for the 2234 Aviation Battalion is 3 August 1969, -

(3) High Frequency Radio Teletypewriter System: To prevent loss of
commnications in the event of an emergency, trs 223d Aviation Battalion is
establishing a high frequency radioc secure teletypewriter system as a backe
up to existing telephone and secure tyetype communications systems, Radio
wive integration (RWI) has been planned to provide a direct commmications
Unk between commanders, All units currently have a AN/VSC-2 (RAIT) at
their location providing a battalion voice and teletype net, HHC, 223d
Aviation Battallon now has a voice capability to 17th Aviation Group with
an AN/GRO-106,

1. (U) Publdc Inforpation,

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office continued to
perform its assigned migsion of supplying material to all subordinate units
for use in the information progrem and the publication of the battalien

menthly newspaper, IHE GRIFFIN GiB,

(2) 8upport from units in the Hometown News Release Center for
this period was as follows:

UNIT MaY JUNE JULY TOTAL
HHC, 2234 Avn Bn 0 7 7 14
18th Avn Co 15 IA vy 50 -
1834 Avn Co 13 23 16 52
185th Avn Co 4 3 10 17
203d Ava Co 4 15 8 21
219th 4w Go 1 2 6 38
225th Avn Co 6 35 31 72

TOTAL - 53 13 89 70

(3) During this reportinc period, 39 written news releases were
cleared by the 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office and forwarded to
the 17th Aviation Group for use in other command information mediae

CONFIDENTIAL
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— aa o o, 4 LAy = g evve W ey \Vy

2, Section 2, Legsons Learneds Commanders Observations, Evalustions and
Regommendationg. '

a, (U) Pergonuel, HNone
b, (FOUO) Operationg.
(1) Use of Aerial Rescue Equipments

(a) Observation: Lack of familiarity with aerial rescue equipw
ment results in needless injurles and unnecessarily complicates rescue
operations, .

(b) Evaluations The primary mission of rescue aircraft is the
expeditious extraction of wounded or injured personnel and prompt evacuation
to appropriate medical facilitles, The dense foliage and rough terrain en-
countered in Vietnam cften prevent rescue helicopters from landing to pick
up injured soldiers, When this occurs, the personnel on the ground must be
able to properly utilize the jungle penetrator, Mc Guire rig, or other equip-
ment lowered from hovering airoraft to 1ift the wounded out, Air rescue
attempts have frequently been hampered and needless injuries incurred because
of improper use of this equipmemt, US Air Force rescue crews will not attempt
rescue operations until personnel are properly positioned on the rescue
equipment, This often makes it nocessary for them to send para-rescue per-
sennel down the cable to make the hookeup, thus delaying the rescue, Many
extractions arc made by Army helicopter crews with a minimum of training in
rescus operations, In pne such rescue of a wounded aviator from this
battalion, the aviator improperly positioned himself in the pick-up devide,
subsequently slipped out of the harness, and fell from approximately 60 feet
back into the jungle., In another case, an 0-1 aviator of this battalion
directed a Medevac helicopter to a site for an emergency extraction, Uneble
to land, the helicopter lowered its jungle penetrator to the ground unit,

The personnel on the ground, unfamiliar with the device, wrapped one of the
XIA!'s with the cable and then tied knots to secure the body, The crew of the
rescue helicopter spent approximately -an hour untangling the body, while the
wounded on the ground waited for extraction,

(c) Recommendations That appropriate wnits be made aware of
the importance of training in the proper use of aerial rescue equipment,

(d) Commend Actions
All airerew personnel of this battalion recently
received a two hour block of instruction on the use of aerial rescue equipment

from a visiting tcam of the Pacific Junele Survival School, Clark AFB,
Phillipines,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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- & All units of this battalion coatinually utilize US Air
Force rescue personnel to present instruction on rescue operations and on
the proper use of aerlal rescue devices,

(2) Height Redyction in O-] Adrcraft:

(a) Observations A majority of the O-1 aircraft of this
battalion presently operate in excess of maximum authorized gross weight,

(b) Evaluation: This battalion operates approximately 40% of
the O=l aircraft in Vietnam. A matter of concern is the continuing trend of
adding new equipment to these already overweight aircraft, The addition of
armored seats, extra radio equipment, rockete, survival gear, flak vests, and
personal weapons, coupled with the high density altituds, has produced an
over maximum gross weight configuration that results in poor aircraft performe
ance and an unsafe operating condition, OCne of, the O-1 companies in this
battalion recently conducted an informal study of this problem and concluded
that one of the most feasible means of agllevizting this problem would be to
waive the requirement for carrying perachutes in the O-l aircraft, It was
noted that the US Air Force O-1 aircraft in Vietnam do net carry parachutes
and there have been no known problems because of their reaovzi, The Alr
Force has substituted a lightweight foam cushion ssat which provides more
space in the aircraft and reduces pilot fatigue. The elimination of pare~
chutes would reduce the overweight O-1 aireraft by 60 pounds, It would also
relieve O-~1 unite of tne loglstical burden of having each parachute repacked
every 90 days with few repack facilities “VQLLubleg M1 aviators in thisg
battalion are trained to execute a series of emergency procedunes culminatiog
in a power off landing in the event of an engine failure, Thers is no known
ingtance of a successful emergency parachute jump from an O-1 aircraft in
Vietnam, Most of the missions flown by aviators of tris batislicn are con~
ducted at 1200=-1500 feet above the terrain, Experience gained under combet
conditions indicates that aviators invariably chcse to meke a Corced landing
rather than execute a parachute jump with its attendant search and rescue
problema, Of all the extra squivment preseatly carried in the 0-1 aircraft,
the parachute is one of the bulkiest, heavisst and least used items, Its
removal would 10t seriously endanger-the lives of the crew and would reduce
the hazards of operating an aircraft in an overweight condition,

(c) Recommendation: That a f
Aviation Brigade level to determine the fee
ment for carrying parachutes in (=l aircraf

ormal studw be cenducted at 1lst
eibiliity of vyaiving tho require-
t in Vieinam,

(@) Command Action: This headquarters is presently preparing
a letter requesting further study of thls problem at Brigade level,

o (U) Irgining,
(1) Fixed Ming Aviator Trainings

FOR OFFICIAL JSE ONLY
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(a) Observations A majority of newly rated fixed wing aviators
are not adequately trained in cross wind techniques.

(b) Evaluationt This battalion, as the only pure fixed wing
battalion in Vietnam, u.ilizes more fixed wing aviators than any other come
parable sized orgaiization engaged in combat activities, 4nalysis of the
flying proficiency of fixed wing aviators recently graduated from the
Avietion Schiool indicates that the most significant deficiency in their train-
ing lies in the area of cross wind take-offs and landings, Discussions with
these aviators reveal a minirim of experience with cross wind techniques in
flight school. The diffliculty of duplicating worldwide flying conditions in
the training enviroment is recognized, It is also realized that the gaining
organizatiocn nac a respoasibility for additional training and professional
guidance to t.ese newly rated aviators, This battalion currently averages
well over 10 hours training time for the initial in-country checkout of newly
rated O-1 aviators, A majority of this time is spent in teaching the oross
wind tecbniQae, siace most of the airfields in the II CTZ have only one rune
uay and are situated in areas of relatively high gusty winds ranging from 15
to 90 degrecs to the runway, Additional emphasis on crops wind techniquea in
the 0-1 training at the iviation School would alleviate this training problen,
znabling the battalioa to concentrate its in~country training more in the

development of operationzl skills of the saviator,

{¢) Recommendations That the Aviation School place more
criphasis oo ttaching cross wind techniques to O-1 aviators,

(4} Command Actions

4 This headquarters has dispetched a letter to the
Department of Fixed Wing, US Army" Aviation School outlining the problem area
and recommending that more emphasis be placed on teaching cross wind
techniques to G=1 aviators,

2 All SIP's and IP's of this battalion have been directed
to closely monitor the cross wind proficlency of newly rated aviators during
irwcountry orientations and resularly scheduled standardization rides, *

de (U) Intelligence, None
e. (U) Logistics,
(1) Chaffing of U=1A En Mountgs

(a) Observations Ixoessive chaffing by the inner cowling has
neceasitated replacement of mumerous U-lA engine mounts,

-
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(b) Bvaluation: The U-14 engine inner cowling consists of
individudl parts fastened together by DZUSn%asteners and atziched to the o
engine mount arms by a series of clamps, HNormal engine vibrations, coupled
with this method of mounting, causes the cowling-to became loose and chafe the
mount arms, The utility airplane company (U~l4)of this battalion has re=
Placed 44 mounte over the paat 18 months at a cost of approximately $25,000,

(¢) Recommendationt That the appropriate agency of the Army
Materiol Command consider devising a more satisfactory method of attaching
the inner cowling to the U=14 engine mount,

(d) Command Astions

. Unit has sutmitted EIR on the damage caused by the
chaffing of the U.lA engine mownt,

. :2 As an interim measure, maintenance personnel of the
utility airplane company ‘are wrapping the engine mount arms with asbestos,
trimming the inner cowling, end conducting close daily inspections of this
area; - This actloh has significantly reduced but not solved the problem,

(2) Ol Tail Wheel Assembly Failures

(a) Obsérvationt 0=l aircraft operatiag from hard, rough
surface runways have experienced an abiormal numcer of %tail wheel tire, tube
and leef spring failures,

(b) Evaluations During this renorting period, tail wheel tire,
tube and leaf gpring assembly failure has become a major prcblem for O-1
wits operating from rough, hard surface runways. In onc O-1 company, a
total of 45 tall wheel tire and tube failures were récorded in the first 80
days, As a preventive measure, this company experimented with tail wheel
tire pressure and found that increasing the pressure from 35 psi to 40/45 psi
resulted in a 75% reduction in tire and tube failures, The uwait also increased
the frequency of the dye penetrate test from the reguired 300 hours to every
100 hours,” This resulted in a significant saving of aircraft downtime and
eadhanced aircraft safety since the test revealed a large number of defective

springa,

(¢) Recommendstion:s That this information be passed on to
other 0-1 units which operate under similer conditions,

(d) Command Actions

3 A1l O=1 units of thls battalion have been apprised of
this lesson learned, '

2 Unit sutmitted EIR on tire pressure and tail wheel leaf
spring assemblies,
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(3) Corrosion of Aircrafis

(a) Observations ' U=l4 aireraft are experienoing a high ine
cidence of corrosion damage, :

(b) Evaluations Corrosion damage to U-1* aircraft of this
battalion has created serious maintenance difficulties and has resulted in
the loss of aircraft which are bscoming eritical to tho accomplishment of
the utility airplane ccmpany's overall mission, Three U~1lA aircraft have been
evacuated to CONUS for repair and mumorous others have been repaired by unit
mairt~nanco pcrsonnel at considerable cost in maintenance downtime, The three
main ..cas of corrosjon are at the aircraft seams, battery box and sump jar
area, and the belly of the aircraft aft of the augmentor tubes,” The main
cause of the corrosion in the seams and battery box area is the lack of cor=
rosion inhibiting primer between the two layers of skin, The aircraft were
coated with zinc chromate primer after agsembly; therefore, the action of
the salt air in this area of operations has caused corrosion damage between
these two layers, The primary cause of the corrosion damage to the under=
belly of the aircraft is the exhaust gas deposits from the augmentor tubes,

(¢) Recommendations That more attention at depot level be
given to measures which would prevent or restrict aircraft corrosion, ..

(d) Command Actions

L Unit has submitted EIR on corrosion damage of U=lA
aircraft,

2 Where aircraft skin has been replaced, anit maintenance
personnel have primed each section prior to assembly, The unit has also been
able to reduce the tireat of corrosion to the underbelly of the aircraft by
painting the area from station 109 to staticn 264 with high gloss, heat re=
sistant paint, :

(4) Deterioration of Synthetic Sandbags:

(2) Observation: The synthetic sandbags now available in the .
supply sysiem deterlorate too quickly for effective use at fixed ianstallations,

(b) Evaluations In the hot, humid weather experienced in Vietw
nam, synthetic sandbags have to be replaced every tiwc or three months, During
this quarterly reporting period, units of this battalica replaced over 100,000
sandbags at a cost of 37 cents each and at the expenditure of mumerous mane-
hours of effort, The headquarters company of this battalion has devised a
method for extending the life of these sandbags indefinitely, Before con=
struction, each bag is filled with sand and cement, When the structure is
completed the bags nre‘nﬂxnniidown and allowed to dry. Chicken wire is then
placed over the entire structure and covered with a thin layer of cement,
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Existing structures can simply be covered with the wire end cement, This
protects the sandbags from exposure to weather and provides bulk and
strength to the fortification, During the thirty day period in which this
method was first implemented, the headquerters company alone reduced its
sandbag replacement rate by S0%,

& ,‘ (¢) Recommendation: That this method of reducing the replece-
ment rate of aynthetic sa.dbsgs be disseminated to appropriate commands,

(@) Command dotion: A1l units of this battalion have been
made aware of this methed of reducing the replacement rate of saridbaga.

f, (U) mmo
. Alroraft Maintenance Opganigations

" " (a) Observations The grade structure presently authorized in
the aircraft waintepanpe section {(paragraph 08, MTOE 1-257F) of the U-1A
company, reatricte ithe organizational flexibility cf aircraft maintenance
operations,

(8) Evaluation: The maintenance section of the -U-lA comp ny
consists of one B-7 maintenance gsupervisor (MOS 67C40), ono E~6 assistant
maintenance supervisor (if0S 67C40) and 2/ enlisted men in grades E-3 thru
E-5 (MOS 67410 and MO3 67C20), This organization provides only two nons
comnissioaed officers in the entire section aad presents difficulties in
span of control, Experience hcs shown that in order to majntain continuous
maintonance operations as required in a tactical envircment, it is necess-
ary to establish three Puriqgdic Inspection Teams frow this section. The
presont MTOE doos not contain sufficient NCO personnel to ~dsquately
supervise these teams, Thus, it has become neccssary to place H(O's from
other areas of the mervice platoon in chorge of theso teams, This problem
could be corrected by changing the MOS of threc of the Speciqlists Fifth
Class in MOS 67C20 to MOS 67C40 and upgrading thor to NCO status. This
would provide bettor span of coatrol for thic Poriodic Inspection Toams and
would cnhxnce the supervision ~nd cfficiency of the .ntire maintenance
offort,

(c) Rocommondations That three Specialists Fifth Class

positions (MOS 67C20) in the aircraft maintenasce soction of the U=14
company. be upgraded to non-oommissionod officer status in MOS 67040,
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(d) Command Actions This item will be incorporated into the
next proposed change to MTOE 1=-257F for the U=lA company,

. 1.~
: 5 Incl ROBERT G, COOPER
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Pcriod Ending 31 July 1969, KCS CSFOR-65 (RL (U)

A
RELeY

Di, HELDQUARTERS, 17TH AVIATION GROUP (COMB.T), iFO 96240 28 ..ugust 1969

TO: Department of the Army (ACSFOR, D..) Washington, D.C. 20310
Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, .FO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed tl= attached report, con-
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with Jhe contents as stated,
except as indiceted belcw.

2. (C) The following comments and recommendations are submitted:
a. ©Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

(1) Paragraph ic (3), Pago 8: Hecords maintained by this
headquarters indicate the 219th .wiation Company (UA) sustained
scven (7) hits instcaa of three (3) during reporting period.
Total JSIDR's for the 225th aviation Company (S.) should be
changed to nine (9),

(2) Faragraph le (4), Page 8: The expanded aviator training
program arpears highly commendable.and should enable the units to
further decrease their accident rate.. This program will be mon-
itored to determine its effects on operational commitments.

(3) Paragraph 1f (4) (a), Page 9: This headouarters was not
aware o1 the cited shortage. Appropriate follow-up action will
be taken to procure the necessary heat resistant enamel,

b, Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders Observations,
fvaluations and Recommendations.

(1) Parsgraph 2b (1), Use of ierial Rescue Equipment, Page
13: Concur, The 17th sviation Group (Combat) has requested and
received approval for the Pacific Jungle Survival Te:ums to visit
all units during the month of September. Dircct coordination has
becn cffacted and an itinerary has been established to permit
presentation of instruction to all aircrow personnel . the Group.

(2) Paragraph 2b (2), Weight Reduetion in O-1 wircraft, Page
14: Concur. Correspondcnce requesting the study has been received
by this hcadguarters, uction and recommendations are withheld
pending o complete study by this headquartcrs,

{3) Paragraph 2¢ (1), Fixod Wing Avia%or Training, Pago 14:
Concur with recommundation., Command action is considered approe
priate.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
20 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YZARS.
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(4) Paragraph 2e (1), Chafiing of U-1A tngine liounts, Page
17: Concur. Command action appropriate.

(5) Paragraph 2e (2), O-1 Tail Lheel Assembly Falure, Page
16: Concur with recommendation and command action.

(6) Paragraph 2e (3), Corrosion of Aircraft, Page 17: Concur
with recommendation and command action.

(7) Paragraph <e (4), Deterioration of Synthetic Sandbags,
Faze 17: Concur with recommendation.

(8) ‘Yaragraph 2f, Aircraft laintenance Organization, Fage
18: Concur. As an interim measure, aprointment of acting ser-
geants should temporarily satisfy supervisory control reqguirements.
The unit involved has been informed of this alternative.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

x . 2V
¥ ' /%ag /}/,-,mm,:,-

MAKC L. TUMAS

CPT, 4aDA
Ad jutant
Cie
CO, 223d AB (C)
i
|
|
|
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DA, Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam, AP0 96350 1 0 SEP 1969

TO: CG, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384
This headquarters has evaluated subject report and first indorsement and concurs.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Py -
FREDERICK E. HOLLAND
1LT ABC

CF: ASST A6

1 - €O, 223d Cbt Spt Avn Ba

AX
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SUBJECTs Operational Report or 22354 Av

att Lonraloen {0 owmoe L j o S orelrod
Ending 31 July 1969, RCJ COF 6;

DA, HSADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, fF0 2 3¢4 1 7196y

TIRU: Commanding Genercl, United St-tes &.y s viewrss, AT AVl -DET,
APO 96375
Gommnder-in-Chief, Unitud States A—w Yo 2T, ATWr 0P

APO 96558

7O Lssistant Chief of Staff for Fc» . 1 .- - L = uoal [ lhe

1. This headquarters has reviecwe: su¥ et ™ 5 ordg concn™ voth tae
contents as indorsed except as noted below.

2. The following additionzl comments are consiusci.d pe.tinei.d

a. Paragraph 2b(2), page 14, reccmrerdr o o3 e, L coaduced
to determine the feasibilaty of woiva. v.€ .0 . oo oI el o) pATUe

chutes in O-1 aircraft in Vietnum, HY, 1St At lotiew BLrgaas salerpaetation

of the TSARV Supplement tc MR 96-%, aut.l , .. .= 1;6;, v .o wiaubes
are not required to be aboard O-l aixiralt &7 - weyluigat 704 111;qt
except for maintenance test flights. It 1o Lo L e L3 nrevese

ative to determine varachute requirewcnts fus (- crro oG ocvTat v oa
his unit except th:t the pacachute will be "1i- < and wora =} -7 (ceu-
pants during night missions and test fiignu., Lo anfaraczicn ves focow
warded to all aviation wnits ani & fo-c-' v = LT i

b, Paragraph 2e(2), nage 1¢, adiresien T2 Pe b e
leaf spring failure on 0-1 aircr=fy, !rcom™._oa~bh v @m0 7 wintion
to increase tire pressure to 40/45 pex. W LR A < thes
35 psi as the inflation level ror th:z -1 = PoroL Tl o boax
tire pressure reduces th2 ab.orbing «:.ovt - - 1 0N

al boance when the tail whecl striles © © I :te 2pnin . . €03 LhT erfece-
tiveness of the lcaf spring ascemply .0 L XL QUL Ll Lo, 2 TRLELNG
the number of cracked s>ring leals. T.e 1nc--. . o P R s 1
trate tests is in keeping with T ))—1110- Ukmlo W i.Ua fezuii.enas increased
inspections of the tail whecl ascembly ¢rn wxt Wit lrwelluing wl i
climate., TM 59-1510-202-10 cautions Al. vH2TelODS a5e2RSLT abdli-ing
P/N MS 35-389-102 tires on O-1 alrcraii.

ce Paragraph 2f, page 18-19, discusces wrolsted grade St-ucivie Tor
U~14 organizational malntenance nersonnel. ione-neur with tne yienosed
upgrading. The recommendaiion t . .-, ~ Y
positions (108 67C20) to non-cuir _.rion '
not in compliance with itne standarcs o:
forth in Al 611-201, caange 5, Tl oo il n A
Urility Airplane Comp,ny 15 authorized One e, Qitliie aed o B. 1 otlgeant
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AVBAGC=0
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat for Period
Ending 51 July 1969, HCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

for each 20 men and one E=-6 maintenance supervisor for every 6-19 maine
tenance personnel. However, it is the prerogative of the cowpany com~
mander to authorize the changing of specialist fifth class persomnel to
acting sergeant in accordance with AR 600-200 when an 1O position is
vacant.

FOR THE COMMANDERS

Cy of 3@ Ind Furns
CO, 2234 Avn Bn (Cbt) Acet AG.




AVHGC-DST (5 Aug 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Batcalion (Combat) for Period
Bnding 31 July 1960  BCS CSPOR.A5 (R1) (1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 9 QCT 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

l. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 223d
Aviation Battalion (Combat).

2. Comments follow:

8. Reference item concerning "Use of Aerial Rescue Equipment!, section
11, page 13, paragraph lb(l); concur. USARV Training Newsletter No. 3-69,
Use of the Jungle Penetrator and Stokes Litter, was distributed down to the
battalion level on 6 August 1969.

b. Reference item concerning "Pixed Wing Aviator Tralning!, sectiom 1I,
page 14, paragrsph 2¢(l); concur. Recommend DA refer this item to the US
Amay Aviation Schoel for comsideration.

c. Reference item concerning "Detericration of Syanthatic Sandbags®,
section 11, page 17, paragraph 2e(4); comcur. & soil-cement mixture or a
sand-cement aixture at a ratio of 1 part cement to 10 parts sand or soil
is described im paragraph 4-/a, page 4-14, F¥ 5-15, Fleld Portifications.
Nonconcur with the recommendation that the structure be covered with chick-
en wire and cement. The strike of a projectile un the cemented surface will
cause spalling which may present sdditional hazards to the bunker occupants.
In addition, the cemented surface will conceal any void caused by deterioxa-

tion of the samndbags or water iatrusion.
FOR THE COMMANDER: |
ik
WED

C. U. WILSON

1LY, AGC

Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
223d Awvn Bn
1st Avn Bde




GPOP-DT (5 Aug 69) Sth Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 0CT69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developaent, Department of the
Aramy, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

44/7” f/

AT
CT, A(A.
Fsst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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CONFIDENTIAL

MRCUAFT STATUS AS CF 31 Jilun o

Ol | Boa | Seli o OWDL

T oNIT , AUTH | O/H| AUTH | O/M 1. ;Un 1 U/H RNV E Y
| HHC, 2234 dvn Bn o | ol 2| = i ‘ 1 ' 2 ! o 3.
18th .vn Co (ua) ,0 0 ..O_. ( : ";_fv. ; 1 ’ s ; ” ( .
183d Avn Co (UA) 2 | 22 1 1‘-_.__! ;| i i I ) l
185th Avn Co (UA) 2 | 21 111 ‘ ( ‘[ ¥ ! _r)~_"i§_~9ﬂ |
4,-30;?9. Avn Co' (UA) 2% .23‘ 1 4o " J‘ , T i '
_219th Ava Co (U4) 32 | 26 1: 1 1 n . f | ' T o ]
225th Avn Co (SA) 0 0 I 11 i g ' o Wi
Bl Bt SO ‘ |
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